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Review Criteria 
The applicant must be a New Investigator and have adequate laboratory space (if research is 
lab-based). The review will use NIH scoring criteria and also consider the following additional 
criteria: 

 
• Does the investigator have appropriate experience and training? 

 
• Is/are the PD(s)/PI(s) likely to progress to robust, independent and productive research 

careers, including obtaining independent research funding and publishing high-impact 
research papers? 

 
• Does the application challenge and seek to shift current research or clinical practice 

paradigms by utilizing novel theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, 
instrumentation, or interventions? 

 
• Do the PD(s)/PI(s) demonstrate an ability to conceptualize and organize a short-term 

research project that will translate to an independent R01 or equivalent research 
application? 

 
• Is there a plan and the potential to submit subsequent R01 or equivalent applications, to 

receive additional independent research grant awards, to produce research results, and 
to author high-impact publications? 

 
• Are the overall strategy, methodology, and analyses well-reasoned and appropriate to 

accomplish the specific aims of the project? 
 
Review Process: 

 
• The Principal Investigator  
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